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Letter from the Chair
Thanks, Ken McGowan, for being the Publisher/Editor of
this newsletter. This publication is one of the many recent
additions to our programs during the past decade. I am also
very impressed with the growth and the accomplishments of
the Order of the Engineer over the past several years, and
want to particularly THANK Mel Anderson and J. Derald
Morgan for their outstanding leadership during their tenures
as Chair of our organization. They will be very hard to follow! Fortunately, they will still be involved.
We have many items that will need our attention during the
next few years. We need to continue our efforts to establish
Links at every university/college with ABET-accredited
engineering programs. This will take a major undertaking
and may not be totally realistic, but we must try. We will
need all of the Board of Governors and many of the Link
Governors to be helpful in this endeavor. Included in this
program will be the reactivation of over 50 Inactive Links.
We may need to have a number of regional subcommittee
meetings to establish our methods to achieve this goal.
We need to continue to strengthen our presence at the Links
and to find ways to recognize those who contribute to our
ceremonies and our programs, etc.
We need to find ways to enhance our image on the national
level, including some joint activities with other professional
societies.
There will, of course, be continuing our emphasis on the
routine business items of the Order, and we must continue
to take advantage of such items as our new book, The
Obligation.
I want to THANK our retiring members Stan Wilbur, Paul

Bowers, Fred Smith and Susanne Leckband for their many
contributions to the Order of the Engineer. Susanne is one
of our longest serving Board members and has literally held
all of our officer positions. I also want to welcome Kevin
Bowers, Steve Schreiner and Michael Hardy to our Board
along with Elysia Zamarripa as our office assistant to Paula
who continues to do an outstanding job for us.
Please let me know if and how you would like to be involved with the Order’s programs.
Sincerely,
Don Rathbone, Ph.D., P.E.
Chair Board of Governors

International Ceremonies
ASCE routinely conducts OOE ceremonies at their annual
meetings. On occasion these meetings occur outside the continental United States at places such as Montreal or Panama.
In view of the foregoing, the Board of Governors discussed
this and decided that inasmuch as a precedent has been set, a
motion was passed to allow such ceremonies to take place.
Also, all inductees must meet the criteria as stated in
the Code of Regulations which generally means that primarily US engineers will be inducted even if the ceremony is held
at an international location. An OOE committee was appointed to develop conditions under which a ceremony can be held
internationally. The Order will report the developments of
this committee’s deliberations. During the interim if there are
questions relative to your organization’s ability to hold induction ceremonies outside of the U.S., please contact the current
Chair or Executive Director Paula Ostaff.

A Historian’s View of the Order Of the Engineer
(Partial Reprint from PE Magazine, October 2012 by Kip A. Wedel)

When I began research on the Order of the Engineer, I interviewed Richard J. Seely, a former OOE governor. He said people sometimes ask him why they should bother to join the OOE.
In effect, they ask, “What’s a membership worth on the open
market?” Seely’s response impressed me. “It forms a bridge
between technology and the humanities,” he said. His comment
rattled around my head as I wrote The Obligation. The book
describes the OOE’s origins in the 1960s, its expansion in the
1970s and 1980s, the growth pains that expansion brought on in
the 1990s, and the remarkable resurgence of the past decade.

doing. They also understand that people like me are out there.
We are not just blips on supply and demand curves.

Though the OOE’s leaders, administrative apparatus, and even
headquarters have changed, its mission has not. Engineers and
students who take the OOE Obligation personally and publicly
commit themselves to upholding the highest ethical standards.
They don’t do it to pass a class, earn a license, or boost their salary. They do it because it is the right thing to do. They understand that technical excellence is only part of what engineering is
about. The other part is about people. That is what I found intriguing about Seely’s response. The bridge he described connected the engineering profession to me.

It should be noted that each link of the OE should have received
a history book. Additional copies of the book are available in
hard cover at $27.95, soft cover at $16.95 and electronic copy at
$7.99. Books can be purchased from the OE web page or by
contacting Paula Ostaff at www.orderofeng@gmail.com. Past
OOE Chair and Chair of the History Committee Derald Morgan
and Kip Wedel are to be commended for making this happen.

Because I am a history professor, I could not help but notice a
pattern of long standing. Two of the wellsprings of American
thought, 17th-century Puritanism and 18th-century republicanism,
both suggested that people could live with relatively light external controls if they cultivated relatively strong internal controls.
They asserted that we need not be governed by a king if we behave. Since then, Americans have maintained a keen interest in
internal controls. In the 19th century, generations of schoolchildren learned lessons of citizenship from McGuffey’s Reader. In
the early 20th century, doctors, lawyers, and even historians, established professional organizations that, in some sense, policed
their own ranks. In the 1950s and 1960s, civil rights activists
looked within themselves to find moral resources to battle injustice.

If a Link has no ceremonies for two years, it will be listed as
“inactive”, unless the Link requests not to be listed as
“inactive.” This might be the case for non-college Links which
conduct infrequent ceremonies. If a Link is listed as “inactive”
for three years, it will be removed from the List of Links.

OOE applies a similar tradition to engineering. In 1907 and
1916, when engineering failures led to two bridge collapses in
Quebec, professional engineers in Canada began a conversation
that eventually acknowledged each engineer’s responsibility for
ethical practice through the adoption of the Canadian Calling.
The OOE adapted the practice to the U.S. Its Obligation was
inspired by the Canadian Calling.
In demanding personal commitments to ethical practice, the
OOE insists that engineers recognize that their responsibilities to
their customers are not their only responsibilities. I, like everyone else, rely on the work performed by engineers. I cross bridges, drive cars, and flip electrical switches in full confidence that
the engineers who designed them knew what they were doing. I
do this utterly incapable of “checking up on them”. But having
written The Obligation, I know that the millions of engineers
wearing stainless steel rings do more than know what they’re

It was a pleasure to record the history of an organization that has
never believed it. In the OOE, there is no substitute for doing the
right thing.

Purchasing the Book on the History of the
Order—”The Obligation”

Inactive Links

Reactivation of a Link
To reactivate a link, one needs to complete the “Link Update”
form on the OE web page. This needs to be followed by conducting an induction ceremony. The link will need to order the
memberships, including the rings, obligation certificates and
pocket cards at least two weeks ahead of the induction ceremony. Three ring bearers will need to be present at the ceremony.
After the ceremony, the link is asked to send Executive Director Paul Ostaff the completed list of inductees that took the
oath. The link will be reactivated at that time. The link will
also be notified of which OOE governor will be assigned to
them.

Large Induction Ceremonies at UCLA &
Harvard
During 2012 UCLA inducted 244 new members to the Order of
the Engineer (OOE) and Harvard University inducted 300 new
members to the OOE. These two examples demonstrate the
large number of individuals being inducted across the country
into OOE. We congratulate them and wish them the best with
their careers.
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2012 - 2013 Updated November 15, 2011
Donald E. Rathbone, Ph.D., P.E.
Chair
Dept. of BA Engineering
129 Seaton Hall, KSU,
Manhattan, KS 66506
Office: 785-532-2108
Home: 785-537-1939
Fax: 785-532-2110
E-mail: rathbone@ksu.edu
Elected 1997
2015
Kenneth L. McGowan, P.E., F.NSPE
Vice Chair
HDR Engineering
601 Union Street, Suite 700
Seattle, WA 98101-2341
Office: 206-826-4710
Cell: 206-465-9509
E-Mail: kenneth.mcgowan@hdrinc.com
Elected 2003
2015
Mel Anderson, Ph.D., P.E. Retired, Professor,
Emeritus, Past Chair
2105 Cape Bend Avenue
Tampa, FL 33613-4112
Home: 813-961-7087
E-mail: jeanmel60@verizon.net
Elected 2001
2013
Paul N. Hale, Jr., Ph.D., P.E., Treasurer
Director of Industrial Relations
College of Engineering & Science
Louisiana Tech University
P.O. Box 10348
Ruston, LA 71272
Office: 318-278-3040
Home: 318-255-2906
E-mail: phale@latech.edu
Elected 2005
2015
Roch D. Larochelle, P.E.
Secretary
CMA Engineers, Inc.
55 South Commercial Street
Langer Place, 4th Floor
Manchester, NH 03101
Office: 603-627-0708, Ext. 13
Fax: 603-627-0746
Cell: 603-759-9209
E-Mail: RLarochelle@cmaengineers.com
Elected 2008
2015

Scott Grainger, P.E., FSFPE
BOG Rep. to Executive Committee
Grainger Consulting, Inc.
4135 E Fairview Cir.
Mesa, AZ 85206
Office: 480-833-2100
E-Mail: scott@graingerconsulting.com
Elected 2011
2014
J. Derald Morgan, Ph.D., P.E.
108 Carriage Oaks Drive
Branson West, MO 65737-8994
Office: 256-426-7181
E-mail: jderaldmorgan@hotmail.com
Elected 1993
2014
Monte Phillips, Ph.D., P.E.
25898 Hibiscus Drive
Park Rapids, MN 56470
Telephone: 218-732-0350
E-mail: mlphillips@unitelc.com
Elected 1998
2013
John W. Steadman, Ph.D., P.E.
Dean, College of Engineering
University of South Alabama
307 University Blvd.
EGCB. 108
Mobile, AL 36688
Office: 251-460-6140
Fax: 251-460-6343
E-mail: Jsteadman@usouthal.edu
Elected 1995
2013
Dr. C. E. Beck, Sr., P.E., ScD
WSU Asst. Dean (Retired)
Fellow: ASME, NSPE, STC
5331 Birchbend Court
Dayton, OH 45415-2801
Home: 937-278-2760
Cell: 937-477-1093
E-mail; clark.beck@wright.edu
Elected 1995
2013
Kenneth W. McDonald, PhD, PE, PMP, AICP
Associate Professor
Engineering Management Program Director
Department of Systems Engineering
Mahan Hall, Rm 311
West Point, NY 10996
Office: 845-938-4752
E-Mail: Kenneth.McDonald@usma.edu
Elected 2004
2015

David T. Hayhurst,
Ph.D.
Dean, College of Engineering
San Diego State University
5500 Campanile Drive, E-203
San Diego, CA 92128-1326
Office: 619-594-6061
Fax: 619-594-6005
E-mail: dhayhurs@mail.sdsu.edu
Elected 2005
2015
Larry J. Feeser, Ph.D., P.E.
1310 Iris Avenue
Boulder, CO 80304
Office: 303-317-4096
E-Mail: lfeeser@comcast.net
Elected 2011
2014
Kevin C. Bower, Ph.D., P.E.
The Citadel
Dept. of Civil & Environmental Engineering
171 Moultrie Street
Charleston, SC 29409
Office: (843) 953-7683
Fax: (843) 953-6328
E-Mail: kevin.bower@citadel.edu
Elected 2012
2015
Steven Schreiner, Ph.D., P.E.
The College of New Jersey
Professor & Dean of Engineering
P.O. Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628
Office: (609) 771-2538
Fax/Alt: (609) 637-5135
E-Mail: schreine@tcnj.edu
Elected 2012
2015
Michael Hardy, PE, F.NSPE
Black Oak Engineering, Inc.
6844 Rippling Brook Drive SE
Salem, Oregon 97317-9292
Cell: 503-314-5244
E-Mail: mhardy@blackoakengineering.com
Elected 2012
2015
Paula Ostaff
Executive Director
The Order of the Engineer, Inc.
PO Box 25473
Scottsdale, AZ 85255-0107
Office: 480-513-3640 or
866-ENG-RINGS or
866-364-7464
Fax: 480-585-6418
E-mail: orderofeng@gmail.com
David W. Riddle
Webmaster
E-mail: dave@microworks.net
Web Address:
www.order-of-the-engineer.org

